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hope to teach an impressive and salutary lesson of CHAP.XXVI.
our power and resources.   Our success in the first of
the above objects, if not complete, was at least very
considerable, so much so, that we conscientiously
believe the Rangoon expedition to have saved the
Chittagong district from premeditated devastation
and ruin, if indeed it did not ward off still more
extensive and alarming mischiefs.   We are firmly
and deeply persuaded that the invasion of Chitta-
gong was no consequence of our proclamation of
war, the official promulgation of which, in all pro-
bability, was utterly unknown to the Burmese.   A
large force had been for months concentrating in
Arracan, by the different routes leading from Ava,
under the Maha Bundoola, fully bent on irivading
the British territories, with the views and motives
already explained in preceding paragraphs.  Scarcely
had the Bundoola crossed the Naef, when the first
reports reached himself of the appearance of a Bri-
tish armament in Irawaddy, and at the moment
when the small and inadequate force injudiciously
left without support at Ramoo was overpowered and
destroyed, the fall of Rangoon became fully known
in the Burman camp.   The above news was rapidly
followed by the accounts of our conquest of Che-
duba and Negrais.    It was this intelligence that
paralyzed the movement^ of the Bundoola's really
formidable army, which induced him to remain at
Ramoo until he should leam the pleasure of his
master, the King of Ava (into whose imagination
and calculations it had never previously entered for